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Free Enterprise
and Cedarville College
by Dr. Paul Dixon, President

C hristianity, free enterprise, and the Constitution
of the United States have in common the worth and
importance of the individual. In contrast, socialism,
communism, and Marxism declare that it is the state or
community, not individual liberty, that is important.
For more than 200 years, men and women have
enjoyed the opportunity of living in this free country.
Since the American Revolution, individual creativity,
drive, and investment have produced a system known
as the free market or free enterprise- a system that
surpasses all other economic systems known
throughout history.
Webster's dictionary states that free enterprise is "the
economic doctrine or practice of permitting private
industry to operate under freely competitive conditions
with a minimum of government control." Because of
this free enterprise system, four million American
farmers produce food for 225 million Americans with
enough left over to export around the world. By
contrast, 34 million Russian farmers cannot meet their
own national food needs and must tum to America for
help.
One of our great sources of strength in this land has
been the individual's freedom to support himself and
his family. This has been fostered within the
competitive marketplace which welcomes all who
choose to enter.
Americans have been enabled to enjoy the highest
standard of living in the world . Through this system we

have constructed churches , schools, hospitals, and
homes that are incomparable to those in any other
nation. In addition, we have been able to greatly
increase the life expectancy of our people .
Cedarville College is committed to the principle of
free enterprise. It is taught in the classrooms. Students
In Free Enterprise is a major activity of Kappa Epsilon
Alpha, our business club . Through S.I.F.E ., our
students promote free enterprise in many ways on
campus and in area high schools.
Perhaps the intensity of our conviction is most
evident in the refusal to accept or solicit government
funding for the operation of our college or construction
of buildings . Our position, however, is not primarily
based upon the fact that free enterprise works and is
overwhelmingly successful. Rather, at Cedarville we
believe the concept is Biblical.
That God made man in His own image (Genesis
1:26) succinctly expresses the great worth that we are in
the sight of our Creator. Even more clearly, He
proclaimed that worth when He provided redemption
and reconciliation through His very own Son on the
cross. Surely we are of great worth and value to God, to
ourselves, and to others .
Let us not take for granted the free enterprise system
and those benefits we have come to enjoy through it.
Let us thank God that we live in a country where free
enterprise is practiced. We must not only value it, but
do all we can to promote it.
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What is Free Enterprise.P
Of all the aspects of political freedom guaranteed
to us by our Constitution, free enterprise is the least
understood . Whether we call it free enterprise, the free
market, or capitalism, it simply means that men are free
to produce. They are free to discover, to invent, to
experiment, to succeed, to fail, to create means of
production, to exchange goods and services, to profit,
to consume, all on a voluntary basis without significant
interference by the policing powers of the state .
It is the most individualistic and the most democratic
economic system conceivable . It works with no
conscious direction. It is a completely unplanned
economy. And what is the end result of these millions
of individual decisions? It is the outpouring of manobtained wealth that characterizes the history of
American capitalism in which 28 percent of the total
production of the human race is created by only 5
percent of the world's population.
American capitalism has generated the most
astounding flood of imaginative goods and services
ever to have appeared on the face of the globe-goods
and services produced in inconceivable variety and
abundance and with maximum efficiency. This is the
system that has endowed the average American with the
highest standard of living in the world. And if allowed
to operate without undue interference, the free market
offers the most viable solution to our many social
problems such as unemployment, equal rights, and
crime.

Two Schools of Thought
Basically, and in a broad sense, there are two schools
of thought in this country. There are those who believe
that all our problems should be solved by the local,
state, or federal governments . There are others who
have faith in the American people to solve their own
problems . I believe America was founded on this latter
premise and the Constitution and the Bill of Rights were
formed to guarantee that the people would remain free
with the government having the supreme responsibility
to carry out this concept.
In the United States we have been able to exercise
freedom of choice: we choose where we want to live,
where we want to work, how we want to work, what we
want to buy, where we want to worship--0r if we w~nt to
worship. The list is endless . The growth and matunty of
a person is to a great extent due to his or her exercising
these kinds of choices. However, when the decisions
are made by some governing body, people become
essentially crippled with no drive or enthusiasm for life .
They have literally gone from freedom to bondage .

An Evangelist's Viewpoint
I discussed government with a friend of mine who
happens to be an evangelist. He told me that the Bible
teaches that government is ordained of God, but not for
the purpose of producing welfare, and not to allow

irresponsible people to be supported by a public
treasury . The government should serve in the function
of referee and not employer; therefore, government
should do as little as possible financially for the
individual , but rather it should protect the enterprising
person so that he might properly participate in the
reward of his labors.

Is Big Business Really
Bad.P
Past administrations and the news media have had a
way of blaming everything wrong with the country on
business when , in reality, it has been the politicallymotivated Congress that makes the laws , creates the
regulatory agencies, and spends our taxes .
When we hear government officials and the news
media refer to the giant profits of business and industry ,
I think it's important to put things into perspective and
see who benefits from successful and profitable
compames.

Whom Does Business
Benefit.P
First, the government benefits because the real need
for tax resources by our government can only be met by
strengthening the business community, so there can be
a stable source of tax income through higher
employment and greater taxable profits .
Secondly, it is the vast cross section of American
people, not some chosen few , who own business . It is
interesting to note how many people directly own
shares in public corporations or investment companies
by virtue of their stake in large institutional funds . After
adjustment for duplication, the number comes to a
startling 115 million people or about 75 percent of the
population over the age of 13 . When we add direct
shareholders, we find that 88 percent of the post-age 13
population have some link to the earnings and stock
market performance of American corporations .
This is probably the most important consideration as
to the involvement and dependence that millions of
American people have in the success of our free
enterprise system . It is unfortunate that some
politicians and union leaders are either ignorant of this
fact or have chosen to ignore it.

A Cooperative Effort Is
Needed
What we really need is a joining together of the
powerful forces of the federal government, labor, and
management across the country in support of the free
enterprise system . Together we can make this unique
system work . The government, the unions, and
businesses have a common interest and goal to build a
strong economy in which we can provide jobs for
everyone and a strong tax base to support the necessary
growth of this country .
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Full employment cannot be regulated but must come
about only by the production of the goods and services
needed by the people. This can only be accomplished in
a free market system . People will decide when they
want to buy, where they want to buy, and how much
they are willing to pay.
Those of us involved in the production of the goods
and services understand this natural phenomenon very
well. We must somehow relate this to our elected
officials and convince them to recognize and support
this great free market system.
After all , our businesses have brought together the
most industrious and talented people in the world. In
the field of finance, research, engineering , sales,
advertising, merchandising, and production , we are
second to none .
We need the freedom to combine all of these
"people-resources" and ingenuity into a vital economic
reality, so that we can continue to provide the products
and services which people want and need and, hence,
continue to create jobs and opportunities for our people .

•

Everyone Can Help
For the last couple of years , along with a growing
number of businessmen, I have devoted more and more
of my time to speaking out on the preservation of our
independence and individual freedoms. I have enlisted
the help of our Champion people all over the country to
reach as many people as possible to encourage them to
become active in our fight. Those efforts can be very
effective if more people ,including associations, labor
organizations, women's clubs, and other organized
groups will get involved. There are thousands of such
organizations with millions of members who can
generate tremendous power with their active support
and bring about necessary changes .
If we really care about the future opportunities for
coming generations, we need the involvement of all our
educational institutions. If we could tum the protests of
our young people into a constructive appeal to save the
free market system, we could tum the present situation
around. One of the things that has attracted me to
Cedarville College is its stand for free enterprise and
against the intrusion of government. I hope other
schools will begin to follow their example.
To our coming generation, I say fight for your ideas
to improve the world , but don't throw away the only
concept and philosophy under which it is possible for
you to accomplish your goals.
Powerful , dominating government may belong in
Russia and other socialistic countries of the world , but
not in America. If we are dedicated to this country and
to the republic for which it stands , every one of us
should prayerfully resolve to influence those around us
to become involved in direct contact with our senators
and congressmen with strong and factual language of
truth so that our freedom may survive .

ITINERARIES:
Dr. Paul Dixon, President
December 5-6 a .m. Union Grove Baptist Church,
Union Grove , WI
13 Calvary Baptist Church ,
Meadville , PA
19-20 a.m. First Baptist Church,
Berlin, OH
29 Indiana Regular Baptist Youth Sports
Jamboree at First Baptist Church,
Elkhart, IN
January 3 First Baptist Church,
Gallipolis, OH
17 Calvary Baptist Church,
Bellefontaine, OH
23 Cincinnati Youth Rally at
Tri-County Baptist Church,
Cincinnati , OH
24 Faith Baptist Church ,
Mt. Vernon, OH
30-31 a.m. North Royalton Baptist Church,
North Royalton, OH
February 5-6 Campus Bible Fellowship Retreat ,
Skyview Ranch , Millersburg , OH
7 Canton Baptist Temple,
Canton , OH
21 a.m. Wilmington Bible Church,
Wilmington , OH
26-28 a.m. Ankeny Baptist Church, Ankeny, IA

Dr. James T. Jeremiah, Chancellor
December 1-3 Cedarville College Chapel
January 4-22 Heritage Christian College,
San Diego , CA
February 1-28 Speaking engagements in California
churches

DON'T MISS!
FREE ENTERPRISE
CONFERENCE
March 5-6, 1982
Featuring special speakers and seminars, this two-day
conference will promote free enterprise on campus,
throughout the community, and especially to area high
school students.
For more information, contact Steve Hubbard ,
president of Kappa Epsilon Alpha, at (513)766-5458 .

7

They were ten feet two inches high, five feet wide, and
72 ply . Such were the tires for LeToumeau's big machines .

1888-1969

Robert G. LeTourneau:
Hero of the Faith
R. G . LeToumeau not only drew the plans with his engineers, but he also worked with them on the production of his machinery .

R obert G. LeTourneau exemplifies what God can
accomplish with a committed Christian businessman
·whom He prospers through the free enterprise system.
As a result of his engineering genius and pioneering
welding methods, Mr. LeTourneau became an inventor
and manufacturer of great earthmoving machinery.
This enterprise brought him wealth and fame. But for
Robert LeTourneau, God was first. He often said, "If
you are not serving the Lord, it proves that you do not
love Him. If you do not love Him, it proves that you do
not know Him. Because to know Him is to love Him,
and to love Him is to serve Him.
Robert LeToumeau put 90% of his company's stock
along with the dividends into a private foundation
through which he supported a variety of Christian
causes. He and his wife founded LeToumeau College,
a four-year Christian college of arts and sciences,
engineering and technology in Longview, Texas.

For 30 years he traveled the world at his own expense in
his own airplane witnessing for Jesus Christ. He refused to accept honorariums .
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Free
Enterprise-It
Worked
for
Me
by Clyde A. Sluhan
S uccess is many things to many people . For some,
it is becoming a millionaire by the age of30 . For others,
it is learning to read at the age of 60.
As I look back over years of work experience ,
success for me has come with my endeavor to provide
the best possible products and the best service . That's
the way the system works- the free enterprise system .
As a result, God has blessed me with a multi-million
dollar business.
My beginnings were humble . Orphaned at the age of
1 1/2 years , I was raised in the Lutheran Orphans' Home
in Toledo , Ohio . I was well treated , received good
schooling , and was taught to assume personal
responsibility. I learned the value of hard work . I
walked two miles each way to high school, regardless
of the weather .
One of my English teachers at Waite High School,
Miss Florence Reese, took an interest in me and gave
me the incentive to go to college . She and her mother
helped me financially and provided me with a home
after I left the Orphans ' Home in the summer of 1929 .
One of Florence Reese ' s friends provided me with work

that summer at his bank . Miss Reese also helped me
obtain several gift and loan scholarships that permitted
me to enroll at Ohio Wesleyan University in the fall of
1929.
I majored in chemistry at O .W .U. and while there
became acquainted with many fine professors. Among
them was a special couple , Ralph V. Sinnett and his
wife Merine. They opened their home to me, giving me
wise counsel and a loving atmosphere.
Upon graduation in 1933, I began to search for a job.
In those depression years , work was scarce but I was
fortunate . Again, God used Miss Reese in my life. One
of her friends arranged a job for me that paid 25¢ per
hour, 12 hours a night, seven days a week. I was
fortunate; most of my classmates could find no work at
all.
Ever since I was a youngster, I had hoped to own my
own business. Therefore, I was glad to be relocated in
Atlanta, Georgia, working for a textile chemical
company owned by Miss Reese ' s brother-in-law . I
thought that this experience in a small company would
help me to learn methods of operation which would be
helpful in running my own business someday.
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The wife of my new employer introduced me to a
wonderful young lady named Marian Frances Elliott .
Eleven months later we were married and she has
proven to be a loyal helpmate . Often at 2 or 3 a.m . she
would accompany me to the plant to make sure that
certain chemical processes were going satisfactorily!
We' ve been loaned the lives of three children and six
grandchildren and count them a tremendous blessing!
Seeing little prospect of progressing along the lines I
wanted in Atlanta , I accepted a position in the Textile
Technical Section of the American Cyanamid
Corporation laboratory in Stamford, Connecticut. I
welcomed this opportunity to work for a large chemical
company to gain experience .
Within six months, I was transferred to their New
York City headquarters and was placed in charge of
marketing their Aerosol@ brand of surface active
(wetting agent) compounds. I had an exceptionally fine
supervisor who allowed me to run things pretty much
on my own, without having to worry about finances . I
became involved in research and development,
technical service applications, and sales .
I worked with salesmen in every part of the country
and became involved in many industries, including
cosmetics, metalworking , food, lumber, glass,
concrete-to name just a few. It was a wonderful
learning experience. In addition, I met many leaders in
research in industry and at universities.
I left American Cyanamid in the fall of 1943 to
become a salesman for a metalworking company ,
covering the state of Connecticut. Here I met Robert
Bullard, grandson of the founder of Bullard Company,
manufacturer of machine tools in Fairfield,
Connecticut. Bob and I became good friends and
together we read technical papers which were just
becoming available on the theory of metal cutting . We
did a good deal of speculating on the chemical and
physical principles involved in metal cutting . With my
chemical background , I then used my wife's summer
kitchen to formulate a new type of metalworking fluid .
This I gave to my employer. Although it wasn't perfect,
it was an effective product.
Still wanting to have my own business and being
somewhat unhappy with my situation, I began to work
nights and weekends at home on what I hoped would be
a superior product. I often worked until 2 and 3 a.m .
During this time of experimentation, I parted
company with the Bullard firm and poured all my
efforts full time into my project. My family and I lived
on our savings. Finally after 3 1/2 years and 3528
formulas, I believed I had the product I was seeking. At
last I was ready to plunge into business for myself.
Without any capital, I made arrangements for a
chemical manufacturing firm in Toledo, Ohio , to
manufacture my metalworking fluid while I traveled
the country to sell it. Before long, I realized that a
system of industrial distributors with a network of
salesmen was the most effective way to sell my
product. Within 1 1/2 years it was mutually decided that I
would set up my own company.

By having copies of invoices from repeat customers,
I was able to raise $36 ,000 for initial capital. At the
same time, my former chemical manufacturer partner
allowed me to manufacture in his plant at a fixed cost
per drum . I made ten drums of the product a day and
every other day I took it to a public warehouse . In the
meantime, I rented a three-floor manufacturing facility
which my father-in-law and I revamped for production.
Eventually we warehoused 100-200 drums at a time .
Then I went on the road to sell and to arrange for
distributors .
·.
During this time , my wife and our young daughter
would go to the plant and take care of the mail and
shipping from the public warehouse and later from our
plant. They would take care of all the office work while
I was on the road selling. These years were not easy, but
we took on the challenge as a family and were drawn
closer together as a result.
We formed our corporation November 13 , 1951.
Two years later , I hired our first outside-the-family
associate , a fellow worker from my American
Cyanamid days and one of our first shareholders . He
was in charge of manufacturing, general receiving, and
shipping. The bookkeeping was done by an outside
firm, one of whose employees we later hired on a full time basis and who eventually became our treasurer.
We continued to add distributors, and in 1961 we hired
our first service engineer.
In 1963, we moved to our own new plant in
Perrysburg , Ohio . Since then we have made three
major plant and office expansions. In January 1981 , we
began manufacturing our producing products in a new
plant in Huntsville , Texas .
Our business has been richly blessed and we have
averaged a growth rate of approximately 15% per year
over the past 15 years . We now have 105 distributors ,
28 service engineers , and approximately 100 total
associates . We sell our products throughout the U.S .A.
and we also export.
The extent to which our business has prospered over
the years has not been due to coincidence . I can
unmistakeably sense the hand of the Lord. But this is
not to say that He has done it with no effort expected on
our part . The competitive free market system in this
blessed country allows people the freedom to dream, to
hope, and then to work toward fulfillment of their
goals. When a quality product or service is offered to
the public with hard work and dedication, it will in time
usually sell and be a success . Such an enterprise, when
allowed to operate free of the unnecessary outside
restraints of government, is a boon to both business and
the consumer alike .
As president of Master Chemical Corporation , my
desire is to serve those I employ . As they in turn enjoy a
sense of fulfillment in their vocations , our products will
continue to be of high quality and meet the needs of
consumers . And to the degree this happens in business
all across our country , the free enterprise system will
continue to be the lifeblood of the economy of these
United States of America.

10

The roast beef and mashed potatoes look the
same, but somehow they taste even better in the new
cafeteria at the renovated College Center. Colorful
carpet, live trees, 800 chairs, and beautiful banners

grace the great hall where sweaty athletes once fought
hard for conference championships. In addition, there
are three portable serving lines, three salad bars, and a
completely new dish return and wash area.

Coming Events
December
2-18
13

Art Exhibit:
"The Common Thread"
Oratorio Chorus, Messiah

January
10-15
15, 16
29

Annual Missionary Conference
with Dr. Wendell Kempton
Parents ' Weekend
Artist Series
Diane Bish, Organist

February
1-21
R egistration lines seemed longer than usual- and
for good reason. At a time when enrollment for private
colleges is predicted to be on the decline, Cedarville
College is growing against the trend. This fall's record
enrollment is 1657 . "Cedarville College has grown
40% in the last three years," stated Dr. Dixon elatedly .
"We' re just praising God for His goodness to us."
David Ormsbee, Director of Admissions, reports that a
12% increase in applications plus a higher rate of
returning students were certainly factors in the
college's bright enrollment picture. "Also, the word is
getting out about Cedarville," he adds . "People
recognize that the excellence we advertise is a reality ."

16-18
19
24-March 24

Exhibit:
"A Photo Portrait of Ohio"
Staley Foundation Lectureship
with Professor James Bjornstad
Artist Series
Charles Postlewate, Guitarist
IBM Exhibit:
"Leonardo da Vinci"

March
5,6
5,6
22-26

Free Enterprise Conference
High School Band Conference
Spring Enrichment Conference
with Dr. David Jeremiah
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C edarville College held its first Convocation
October 1, 1981. A convocation is "a gathering," and
this service was held to kick off the new 1981-82
academic year. All the faculty and administrators were
present in full academic regalia, and Fall Bible
Conference speaker, Dr. Fred Brown, addressed the
student body. In the photo above, Chancellor James T.
gives the invocation .
Dr. Dixon has not always enjoyed dressing up for

such occasions . "I used to really dislike putting on that
mortarboard and robe at the many commencements that
I addressed annually . But in the years that I have been at
Cedarville College as president, I've grown to love it.
At these special occasions when I stand before a
graduating class or the entire student body as at our first
Convocation, I can't help but be impressed with the
potential for Christ embodied in all these young
people ."

"It's a dream come true."
"This place is the classiest gym in the conference ."
"It's one of the finest private college athletic
facilities in the country-the best in Ohio ."
These comments and more are indicative of the way
students feel about Cedarville's new Athletic Center
that was dedicated at Homecoming, October 17, 1981.
The 67 ,000 square-foot facility dwarfs nearby
dorms. It offers space for the physical education
department, the yet-to-be-completed student center,
and athletic areas for both intramural and
intercollegiate sports.
Athletic Director Don Callan states that the
completion of the Center " .. . is a key to the

accomplishment of a major goal we have at Cedarville:
educating the whole person. This new facility gives us
the thrust that we need to minister to students in the
physical realm."
In addition, Dr. Callan believes that the Center will
make possible more simultaneous activities . "The
largeness of our facility will allow basketball,
volleyball, racquetball, weight-lifting, badminton, and
jogging to be enjoyed all at once . This was simply not
possible in our old gym ."
The college basketball team won the N AIA District
22 championship last year and often played to standingroom-only crowds. The new center should help ease the
seating squeeze . There will be seating for about 2000
with potential for more in years to come.
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A
Christian View
of Economics
by Allen L . Monroe , Ph.D .

E conomics and theology, while they are
necessarily addressed to a different structure of inquiry,
must of necessity derive from a common origin.
ECONOMICS DEALS WITH THE PRODUCTION,
EXCHANGE, AND CONSUMPTION OF GOODS
AND SERVICES AND ALL OF THIS BEGINS
WITH A GOD WHO CREATED THAT REALITY.
True economic thought must then, of necessity ,
consider Scriptural propositions .
We as Christians must develop a correct evaluation
and right commitment to the social and economic
problems of our times. Therefore, we need to identify
the economic principles found in the Scripture that
provide some foundational theistic concepts within the
discipline of economics.
To some Christian economists, the starting point for
all economic analysis is SCARCITY. Simply stated,
this means that we live in a world where man has
unlimited wants but limited resources to satisfy those
wants . In Genesis 3: 17-19 we see the entrance of sin,
the cause of scarcity:
And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast
eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee,
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the

ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it
all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles
shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the
herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground;for oui
of it was thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return .
We see that God has cursed the earth and scarcity is a
result. The earth is no longer going to give up her fruits
automatically . Man must sweat to eat. The curse of the
earth is the means of forcing mankind to cooperate with
each other if they wish to increase their wealth. In a
sense we see the division of labor necessary to increase
productivity in a world that is grudgingly going to yield
her limited resources.
Douglas Vickers, an Australian Christian economist,
insists that the starting point of economics precedes the
introduction of sin and hence is prior to the scarcity
principle. He asserts that there could have been an
economic system even without sin. For example, there
were economic tasks performed prior to the entrance of
sin. Therefore, ECONOMIC THOUGHT STARTS
WITH THE CREATION MANDA TE as summarized
in Genesis 1:27-28 and the preceptive law of God as
stated in Matthew 22:37-39 .
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So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him; male and female
created he them . And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, andfill
the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over
the fish of the sea , and over the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the
earth Genesis 1: 27, 28 .
When Christ was asked which is the great
commandment in the Law, He answered ,
.. .Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself Matthew 22:37-39 .
Within this commandment are the requirements of the
honor and glory of God on the one hand and the dignity
of the individual on the other. THE SANCTITY AND
RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS ARE IMPORTANT
ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS. One of the great
achievements of the Protestant Reformation of the 16th
century was the fact that it released on the world the
energies and rediscovery of the worth and dignity of the
in di victual.
If we love our neighbor as ourselves, then we should
want to avoid unnecessary or excessive concentrations
of economic power, whether that power is held by
industrial and business monopolies, or by trade unions
for reasons of short-sighted and selfish gain, or by the
undue concentration of power in the hands of
government.
If we love our neighbor as ourselves we would not
want to give unjust weights or measures (Lev. 19:35-37) .
We should want to give to our neighbor a just
remuneration for his labor. We would want to avoid all
fraud or deception. Dishonest merchandising is as
serious a matter as dishonest judges and courts .
Furthermore, man has been given a divinely
appointed task of developing his environment in such a
manner that the original purpose of all things would be
conserved and redound to the glory of God . MAN WAS
AND IS GOD'S STEWARD OVER ALL THINGS
ENTRUSTED TO HIS RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN
HIS CREATED ENVIRONMENT . God has delegated
to individuals, not to the state , the responsibility of
acting as stewards of His property. This is the essence
of free enterprise. Most free market advocates,
although not always recognizing a proper Biblical
starting point, practice responsible stewardship by
making their use of property as productive as possible.
Stewardship over property and the derivative and
delegated nature of power enable us to Scripturally
develop a proper view of societal affairs . We must
always keep in mind that property as well as power has
its ultimacy in God . The Psalmist has well said, "The
earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof; the world,
and they that dwell therein" (Psalm 24: 1). No man
should fall into the error of concluding that "My power
and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth ."

But every man was to" .. .remember the Lord thy God:
for it is He that giveth thee power to get wealth . .."
Deut. 8:18 .
Notice the warning is against the proud who forget
God in their wealth, not against the fact of wealth . All
property , together with all power, resides in God, who
is not only our Creator but our Provider and Sustainer as
well.
As well as the responsibility to work, God in His
sovereign providence has given to men the skills and
abilities to perform economic tasks . Herein lies THE
ECONOMIC CONCEPT OF SPECIALIZATION
AND
THE
CONCOMITANT
IDEA
OF
INTERDEPENDENCE. These concepts were not
developed in the 19th or 20th century, but their origin is
found in the first family . Abel was a pastoralist; Cain ,
an agriculturalist. In these early beginnings, God had
clearly disposed different men to different economic
functions by His providential distribution among them
of a variety of skills, abilities, and motivations.
Man is confronted clearly with a mandate and
responsibility to work, to cultivate, and to develop. All
wealth, all reward, all wages, and all economic benefits
accrue because of our responsibility to labor. Ephesians
4:28 exhorts, "Let him that stole steal no more: but
rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing
which is good , that he may have to give to him that
needeth." This verse clearly indicates that we are to be
wise stewards with what he has entrusted to us.
IN SUMMARY
Economics has its source in God and began with the
creation of man as a worker. As a result of Adam's sin
the curse fell upon all men and required his production,
exchange, and consumption of goods and services for
survival. God promised to bless man's work as he
respected the dignity of his fellow worker; and as he
realized that all power and property come ultimately
from the Creator, man found that he could better cope
with conditions of scarcity by specializing. Man
therefore needed to cooperate economically with other
men to be able to live and increase his economic wellbeing .
We Christians face what might be called an
existential paradox . We are redeemed from the
dominion of sin and joined to Christ. We have a
citizenship in heaven, but nevertheless we are called to
work and witness in this world for Christ our King .
And so it is our God-given task to understand and,
where possible, to influence societal structures so that
they are brought into closer conformity with the
preceptive will of God as revealed in Scripture.
Although we are not ushering in the Kingdom nor
creating a perfect world, through the providence of God
we are called to work and to witness in the cultural
milieu and the economic arena in which we have been
placed.
1

Douglas Vickers, Men in the Maelstrom of Modern Thought; An
Essay in Theological Perspectives (Nutley, N.J.: Presbyterian and
Reformed , 1975.)
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The Times
and the Seasons
by Pat Landers Dixon

A ndrea Lundberg Printy is a modem day example
of wifely excellence . As I interviewed her about the
Christian businesswoman and free enterprise, the work
portrait of the woman in Proverbs 31 came to mind.
That virtuous wife had servants to manage , money to
invest, and a position to admire . Similarly, Andrea
shares the same responsibilities in her business,
LecTec, in Minneapolis, Minnesota .

Tell me about yourself and your educational and
professional background.
Godly parents taught me the Word of God; as a
result, I accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as a young
child. After graduation from a school of nursing in
Chicago, I worked in a psychiatric hospital in Iowa. I
am married to David Printy, president of Morison
International Liquid Asset Management, Inc., and the
mother of two sons, Luke and Chuck. While David was
in Vietnam, I did some research for a physician on
transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation (TENS),
which is used in acute, chronic pain . The results of that
project were four published papers and my working as
a consultant for a company which manufactured these
TENS devices.
Didn't LecTec come about due to your study and
involvement in the TENS modality?
Yes . When I was working with the other company, I
found that its nerve stimulator didn't have an adequate
conductor of current into the body. So a physician, an
engineer, a pharmacist, and I got together and started
LecTec in 1977.
So, Andrea, you were experiencing the free
enterprise system first hand. What were some of the
experiences you as a woman had in the birthing of
this new company?
Well, the initial investment was minimal: we each
invested around $300 to $600 each . It's difficult to
think that the original investment was only $1600, isn't
it?
No one took a salary for awhile . The company
formed in July ; in September, we started to sell our
product: electrodes. That' s unheard of- to begin
making a product that soon .

Since I was the only partner who could use a
calculator, my duties consisted in obtaining and
controlling the finances . My husband helped and
supported me in this . Now, at first the bank had to
adjust to this idea: my walking in there to discuss cash
flow projections for the company. This hesitancy has
stopped since LecTec has proved itselfand doesn't need
the bank anyway .
Even now as the vice-president, I may give a price
quotation over the phone to an unsure businessman. He
hears my voice and then asks to speak to "the decision
maker." I then assure him that he is talking to her.
You're vice-president of your company. What are
some of your duties in that position?
To do all the financial and all the clinical work . If we
need to have a product tested in a hospital, I do the
evaluation. I handle all the personnel and insurance
and manage the office staff. Some days, I even go
downstairs and make electrodes . No two days are alike.
Variety is the spice of life.
Absolutely . We now make 50 different products and
are launching a new one, a transdermal medication .
pad.
Are you a national or international company?
Over two years ago, we sold a Japanese company the
right to manufacture our product there and we now own
30 percent of their stock. With that investment and our
own company, we' LL do a million dollars in sales this
year.
That's amazing for a four-year-old company
which started with a $1600 capital outlay.
True, Pat, but I could walk out of LecTec tomorrow
and deem it a good experience. The loss would be minor
compared to the realization that God has something
better ahead. I believe Proverbs 3:5 ,6.
I am not attached to the company; my husband and
children come before it. We Christians can't afford any
permanent ties as that. The business world is exciting,
but the dividends are temporal. My values lie in the
recent realization that l want to invest my life in the
lives of others: that's the eternal investment of
fl Timothy 2 :2. That's exciting!
This lady's achievements in our free enterprise
business world are not within reach of us all, for she
possesses unusual gifts and resources. She may have
well proved that domesticity has no restricted sphere .
Even the woman of Proverbs 31 had responsibilities
which extended beyond her home to the management of
her lands.
Andrea's husband and children come first before any
business interests, but they have been her main support
and encouragement in the venture. She, like the woman
in Proverbs, is the delight of her family. No , her
success is not by mere chance; rather the means to that
success lie on the strong foundation of the fear and
wisdom of God .
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